narrowly escaped with his life in June 1934, who had now been
brusquely dismissed in 1938, was yet to play a decisive part in
another great event. He, the Papal Chamberlain who had
made the anti-Papist Hitler dictator of Germany, was about
to bring Catholic Austria under the shadow of the same thrall.

An extraordinary episode. Diverted by a telegram, he left
the train at Linz and rushed to that chalet in the Bavarian
mountains where Hitler was waiting to see him, surrounded by
his new generals and by his new full-steam-ahead adviser,
Ribbentrop. Hitler, who had postponed his great speech
from January 30th, the fifth anniversary, to February aoth,
now had his reshuffle behind him and wanted something
showy to offer Germany.

The same evening Papen was back in Vienna, and during the
next four days I saw him busily coming and going between his
Legation and the Chancery. The dismissed Envoy was deep
in negotiation with Chancellor Kurt von Schuschnigg and his
Assistant Foreign Minister Guido Schmidt, and I racked my
brains to think what was afoot. On Thursday he made another
lightning trip to the waiting Hitler at Berchtesgaden and again
returned the same evening, and on Saturday the world learned
that Schuschnigg, successor of the murdered Dollfuss, had gone
to see Hitler at Berchtesgaden.

'Will you walk into my parlour?* said the spider to the fly.
Who knows by what arguments Papen, the discredited minister,
achieved this success a few days after his dismissal? Apparently
he combined persuasion with dark hints. The present situation
was intolerable, the Austrian Nazis had no more liberty than
they had had before the Austro-German truce of July 1936,
if disturbances occurred in Austria Hitler would certainly march
in and support his followers; why not avert this catastrophe
and go and arrange matters in a friendly talk with Hitler?

So Schuschnigg went and found Hitler surrounded by generals,
and a good many troops in the offing, and for nine hours a storm|
of impassioned words, threats and reproaches, beat about him*.
Hitler demanded that he should release all his imprison